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The headland which is home to West Park has been a community place for many thousands 

of generations. For Tasmania’s first people, it was a place of meeting, learning and 

nourishment. In many respects, that thread has been unbroken across the various site usages 

to the present day. 

It is a site of strategic importance in the Burnie local government area containing important 

educational, recreational, cultural, and environmental assets for the city and North-West 

Coast Region. It covers an area of around six hectares and is jointly owned by the Burnie City 

Council, the University of Tasmania, and the Tasmanian Government (Crown). 

Its strategic location, and historic recreation and education uses, means that the site has 

strong context for the local community and as such, residents have an interest in the Precinct 

and its future use and development. 

West Park is located approximately 1 kilometre west of Burnie’s Central Business District and 

immediately adjoining West Beach, and opposite the Burnie Park. The site is bounded by a 

promontory on its northern side to Bass Strait and the Bass Highway on its southern side. The 

waters of Bass Strait abut the eastern and western boundaries to make the site almost semi-

circular in dimension. 

WHAT IS THE WEST PARK PRECINCT? 

 

BURNIE CITY COUNCIL AND THE UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA INTEND TO ENTER INTO A 

PRECINT AGREEMENT FOLLOWING CONSULTATION WITH CURRENT WEST PARK USERS 

AND THE NORTH-WEST COMMUNITY 
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The western rail line, a significant piece of old regional infrastructure bisects the site but is no 

longer used. The rail line has been converted to a strategic infrastructure corridor, under the 

management of Burnie City Council.  The Burnie to Wynyard bike path is being constructed 

along this corridor, bringing another use through the West Park Precinct. 

The southern part of the site (between the Bass Highway and rail alignment) is home to a 

football oval, athletics and cycling track and associated recreational infrastructure such as 

spectator facilities, club and change rooms and lighting infrastructure. This part of the site has 

a long history of community use and has traditionally hosted higher-level sporting activities.  

The University of Tasmania now owns and occupies the south-eastern end of the Precinct 

where its new North-West Campus is located.  Over the years this area has housed a range of 

educational facilities, including the Arthur Support School and the former Burnie High School.  

The Campus and associated uses are an important recent addition to the Precinct, providing 

higher educational services for the North-West Coast community and beyond.  

The largely reclaimed land to the north of the rail alignment has been mostly undeveloped.  

Part of this area is now used for carparking for the Precinct and is being redeveloped alongside 

the University’s Campus.  There is a freestanding timber building in this area which is used for 

penguin viewing and interpretation.  The reclaimed land is edged to the water by a fenced 

Little Penguin habitat of reinstated coastline vegetation.  Band rooms are currently situated 

in this location but will be demolished as part of the University redevelopment, and new band 

rooms built by the University to the western end of the Precinct.  The Burnie Pipe Band and 

Burnie Brass Band continue as important users in the Precinct.  

There is a skate park situated on the western side of the Precinct, well utilised by local 

skateboarders. 

 

 

 

 

As joint owners of the West Park Precinct, the Burnie City Council and the University of 

Tasmania will work co-operatively and in deep collaboration on matters concerning the 

Precinct and enter into a Precinct Agreement. This agreement will outline how the Precinct 

will operate, including how its resources are shared to maximise community benefit.  

Future use and development of the Precinct will be informed by several Principles. These 

Principles have been shared with Precinct Users and the North-West community during July 

2021 for feedback. 

The Burnie City Council and the University of Tasmania are committed to ensuring the 

Precinct is open, accessible, and used by the public, while recognising the use rights of current 

and future sporting, community, cultural and environmental groups.  

 

PRECINCT AGREEMENT PURPOSE 
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The Burnie City Council and University of Tasmania commit to the following principles in 

shaping the future use of West Park: 

COMMUNITY Create a welcoming place for all to continue to enjoying sport, 

recreation, culture and the environment, while embracing learning opportunities 

ACCESSIBILITY Create a vibrant and accessible precinct for the whole community to 

share 

PLACE Celebrate the North-West’s distinctive natural environment and connection 

from West Park to the city and broader region 

SUSTAINABILITY Manage use of the precinct to create unique experiences which are 

valuable to the region for years to come 

These principles will be given effect through the arrangements included in the Precinct 

Agreement which will refer to. 

 

 

As joint owners of the Precinct, the Burnie City Council and the University of Tasmania wish 

to realise the maximum public benefit from the re-development of the Precinct by ensuring 

the best utilisation of the new and existing assets.  To this end, they intend to negotiate the 

terms of a 10-year sponsorship by the University of some aspect or aspects of the precinct. 

The sponsorship would include providing the University with access rights to The Point, 

consistent with the access rights of other current users of that facility.  It would also include 

access rights to West Park Oval by University staff and students for informal recreational 

activities, respecting and preserving the access rights of other current users or activities of 

the caretaking staff. 

The University and Council will work together to ensure the distinctive character of the region 

is reflected in artwork across the precinct, potentially drawing on the cultural collection of 

each institution. 

In relation to future development and use, the University has commenced a master planning 

exercise to determine how the new campus building and the Makers’ Workshop can 

complement the delivery of education and retain a strong connection to the community. The 

University will continue to consult the Burnie City Council and community as the master-

planning is progressed and realised.  

 

PRECINCT PARTNER USER RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

PRINCIPLES 
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The current users to be referred to in the Precinct Agreement are:  

Burnie Athletics Club; Burnie Brass Band; Burnie Dockers Football Club; City of Burnie Cycling 

Club; Burnie Hurricanes Cricket Club; The Burnie Penguin Observatory; and Burnie Pipe Band. 

Over time, each current user will have a licence agreement developed which meets its needs 

and will include rights common to all users. The Council and University are also keen to ensure 

the precinct operates in a way which ensures   as much of the community as possible can 

access and benefit from the development of the precinct. Each user will exercise their use 

rights in a manner that is consistent with and respectful of the rights of the Precinct partners, 

all other users and the community.   

All users will have a responsibility for the sustainable use and maintenance of the natural and 

built environment within the Precinct.  This includes minimising impact on fauna and flora 

and on the assets and general environment in the Precinct.  It also includes responsible use 

of all the assets, including maintaining their condition, cleaning promptly after use, reporting 

any damage or issues to the nominated contact point of the Council and/or University; not 

undertaking any unauthorised activities in the Precinct; or conducting any unauthorised work 

on Precinct assets; and ensuring that members of the respective user groups behave 

appropriately and responsibly at all times. 

We want the precinct to continue to be an important community place and for the public to 

continue to access and enjoy the area. While on the precinct, members of the public are 

expected to act consistently with these common rights and responsibilities. 

 

 

 

Specific use rights and responsibilities will be negotiated with each of the current users and 

reflected in their written licence, which will be consistent with and incorporate the rights, 

responsibilities, and intent of the Precinct Agreement.  Users will be expected to comply with 

the requirements of the Precinct Agreement and their licence in order to enjoy the benefits 

of the Precinct. Not complying with requirements may negatively impact on other users and 

result in further conditions being applied to ensure continuing benefits are consistent with 

the rights of all other users and with the rights and responsibilities of the University of 

Tasmania and Burnie City Council as the joint owners. 

 

 

 

CURRENT USER COMMON RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

CURRENT USER SPECIFIC USE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
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Future, and at this time unidentified users, within the Precinct will have this document 

shared with them at the commencement of use discussions to inform them of the 

background to the Guiding Principles that will be included in a licence. 

Future user activities should be complimentary to the use types detailed in the Guiding 

Principles. 

Current users in the Precinct will be consulted about any proposed future users, however as 

landowners the University, Council and Crown will determine if future activities are suitable 

for the Precinct. 

 

 

 

The current West Park Users Group will continue to operate and meet as required, normally 

two to three times per annum. This groups involves the sporting group users of the West Park 

Oval and associated assets. 

There will also be established a West Park Precinct Users Group, incorporating all users that 

will meet annually, to review the operation of the Precinct and at such other times that may 

be required to deal with any issues that may arise requiring the involvement of all users. 

Day to day operational issues in relation to the University campus will be dealt with through 

a nominated contact officer for the University of Tasmania.  Day to day operational issues in 

relation to the remainder of the Precinct will be dealt with through a nominated contact 

officer for Burnie City Council.  

 

 

 

A tiered dispute resolution process that reflects the relationships between Burnie City 

Council, the University and site users will be included in licences. 

 

 

 

The Precinct Agreement may be amended from time to time by agreement between the 

University of Tasmania and Burnie City Council.  The Precinct Agreement will be formally 

reviewed in 2026. 

FUTURE USER RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

GOVERNANCE 

DISPUTES 

REVIEW 


