
Telecommunications Infrastructure Schedule

1. Principals

i. To accommodate the provision of telecommunications infrastructure to allow equitable
access by all residents, whist minimising the impact of such infrastructure on
community values in accordance with the objectives of the Resource Management and
Planning System.

ii. To encourage co-location and sharing of facilities, where such capacity exists, and
where doing so will not compromise the objectives as stated in Appendix 1.

iii. To ensure proposals for the installation of telecommunications infrastructure form part
of a local or regional network plan to enable consideration of the proposal on a broader
and potentially regional basis.

2. Use or Development

i. Any development in compliance with section 3 of this Schedule is deemed to be
exempt and does not require planning approval.

ii. All other development requires planning approval and is required to demonstrate
compliance with the objectives as specified in Appendix 1 of this Schedule and to
which the provisions of section 57 of the Land Use Planning & Approvals Act 1993
apply.

2.1 Relationship to the Scheme

To the extent that any statement contained in this Schedule in inconsistent with any other
provision of this Scheme the provisions of the Schedule shall apply in relation to
telecommunications infrastructure.

2.2 Matters for Consideration

In determining any application for issue of a planning permit, the planning authority must be
satisfied the proposal has demonstrated that the objectives and performance criteria in
Appendix 1 will be achieved during the installation and operation of the proposed
telecommunications infrastructure.



2.3 Definitions

Areas of environmental significance are as defined in Telecommunications (Low-impact
Facilities) Determination 1997.

Infrastructure development means, in relation to telecommunications infrastructure, the
planning, design, construction, maintenance and use of telecommunications infrastructure.

Line means a wire cable, optical fibre, tube, conduit, waveguide or other physical medium
used, or for use, as a continuous artificial guide for, or in connection with, carrying
communications by means of guided electromagnetic energy. (This adopts the
Telecommunications Act 1997 definition).

Low Impact Facilities

i. A facility described in Part 3 and the Schedule of the Telecommunications (Low-
impact Facilities) Determination 1997, is a low-impact facility only if it is installed,
or to be installed, in the areas described in Part 2 of the Telecommunications (Low-
impact Facilities) Determination 1997.

ii. However, the facility is not a low-impact facility if the area is also an area of
environmental significance.

Performance criteria are statements identifying the means of achieving the stated
objectives.

Telecommunications infrastructure means any part of the infrastructure of a
telecommunications network and includes any line, equipment, apparatus, tower, antenna,
tunnel, duct, hole, pit or other structure used, or for use, in or in connection with a
telecommunications network.

Telecommunications network means a system, or series of systems, that carries or is
capable of carrying communications by means of guided and/ or unguided electromagnetic
energy. (This adopts the Telecommunications Act 1997 definition).

Tower means a tower, pole, mast or similar structure used to supply a carriage service by
means of Telecommunication.

To assist clarification of definitions arising from the implementation of this Schedule,
reference is also to be made to the following Commonwealth Government documents:

• Getting the Message: Guidelines for the Management of Telecommunications
Infrastructure June 1997

• Telecommunications Code of Practice 1997

• Telecommunications (Low-impact Facilities)
Determination 1997.



3. Exemptions

The following development is exempt from requiring a planning permit:

i. the installation and development of low-impact facilities;

ii. works involved in the inspection of land by a carrier to identify suitability for its
purposes;

iii. the installation and development of a facility granted a facility installation permit by
the Australian Communication Authority;

iv. works involved in the maintenance of telecommunication facilities;

v. works meeting the transitional arrangements defined in Part 2 of Schedule 3 of the
Telecommunications Act 1997;

vi. the connection of a telecommunication line forming part of a telecommunication
network to a building, structure, caravan or mobile home.

4. Information Required

4.1 Application requirements

An application for a permit must be submitted to the Council. The application shall include
the following:

(a) a completed application for development in a form prescribed by the Council;

(b) sufficient information to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Council that the
objectives and performance criteria in Appendix 1 will be achieved during the
installation and operation of the proposed telecommunications infrastructure;

(c) a complete copy of the certificate of title of the land on which the development if
proposed;

(d) where the applicant is not the owner, the application must be signed by the owner or
be accompanied by an authorisation in writing from the owner for submission of the
application;

(e) details of the proposed telecommunications network proposed within the local area
and its relationship to the proposed development;

(f) any plans or other information prescribed for development in 4.2; and

(g) any fees prescribed by the Council.

Amendment No 27
26th November, 2001



4.2 Plans to Accompany Applications

4.2.1 A site plan for the proposed development at a scale of not less than 1:200, which
includes a north point and shows:

(a) the boundaries and dimensions of the site or the area affected by the development;

(b) the location of any existing buildings on the site indicating those to be retained or
demolished;

(c) location of any proposed buildings on the site, and their relationship to buildings on
adjacent sites, streets and accessways;

(d) the use of adjoining properties;

(e) Australian Height Datum Levels;

(f) natural drainage lines, watercourses, coastal dunes, beach systems and wetlands; and

(g) any proposals for the rehabilitation of the land on which the development is to occur.

4.2.2 A detailed layout plan with dimensions at a scale of not less than 1:100 showing:

(a) plans and elevations of proposed and existing buildings showing the materials to be
used on external walls and roofs;

(b) trees and vegetation to be retained and removed;

(c) the dimensions, layout and surfacing materials of all access roads, turning areas and
parking areas;

(d) the relationship of the elevations to natural ground level, showing any proposed cut or
fill;

(e) the location and capacity of any existing services or easements on the site or
connected to the site; and

(f) a plan of the proposed landscaping of the site.

4.2.3 Where the Council is satisfied that any of the above information is not relevant to the
assessment of the proposal, that information may be omitted from the application.

4.2.4 In accordance with section 54 of the Act, the Council may require the applicant to
provide additional information including an Environmental Impact Report prepared in
accordance with Appendix 2 of this Schedule, before it considers the application.



Appendix 1

  Objectives                                Performance Criteria

Visual Amenity

To minimise any detrimental
impact upon the visual amenity
of a locality by reducing
prominence of
telecommunications
infrastructure.

The location of infrastructure is within existing utility
corridors and sites and uses existing infrastructure, unless a
need to do otherwise is demonstrated.

Aerial telecommunication lines or additional supporting
structures are erected and operated in residential and
commercial areas only where overhead cables operated by
other utilities are in existence.

Best practice methods are used to reduce the visual impact
of infrastructure or to conceal infrastructure within the
surrounding natural or built environment.

Clearing for infrastructure corridors and facilities is
minimised to limit visible prominence while responding to
functional and safety requirements.

Infrastructure:

• avoids skyline positions (ie. where a structure
would be seen in silhouette).

• crosses hills diagonal to the principal slope or
crosses at the low point of a saddle between hills; or

• is located around the base of hills or along the edge
of existing clearings

    unless a need to do otherwise is demonstrated.

Equipment housing and other visually intrusive
infrastructure is screened or concealed from public areas.

The height of freestanding aerials, towers and masts is
within the following limits:

• rural areas                   60 meters
• industrial areas           45 meters
• commercial areas       40 meters
• residential areas         20 meters

Telecommunications infrastructure may only exceed
specified height limits if:

• a pattern of infrastructure or vegetation above the
specified height limit exists in a particular location;
and

• it has no adverse impact on heritage or ecological
values or visual amenity.



To protect important public
views such as vistas to
significant public buildings,
streetscapes and heritage areas.

Telecommunications infrastructure does not intrude into
identified important public views or measures are taken to
minimise intrusion.

To avoid obstruction of private
views from the building line/
principal windows by
telecommunication lines.

Placement of telecommunication lines avoids or minimises
obstruction of private views.

Residential Amenity

To protect residential amenity

Infrastructure servicing a network (facilities not requiring
installation on an individual street basis) is not located in
residential areas unless a need to do otherwise is
demonstrated.

Environmental Values
To protect threatened species
or species at risk of becoming a
threatened species (as defined
in the Threatened Species
Protection Act 1995) and the
habitats, ecological
communities or places essential
to their continuing existence.

The proposed infrastructure does not adversely impact on
identified threatened species or species at risk of becoming
a threatened species.

To protect areas identified as
having significant natural
values.

The proposed infrastructure does not adversely affect areas
identified as having significant natural values.

To protect flora and fauna,
habitats and ecological
communities.

The proposed infrastructure uses best practise
environmental management to minimise harm to the
environment.

Land Stability

To ensure that
telecommunications
infrastructure does not cause
land instability.

Telecommunications infrastructure (including specific
access routes) does not cause erosion or cause land
instability during installation and operation.

Telecommunications infrastructure is not located in areas
of known unstable land where the risk is identified as
unacceptable for development of installation of
infrastructure.



Agricultural Land

To protect the productive
capacity and efficient farming
operations of agricultural land.

Infrastructure installation and operation does not degrade
or restrict the productive capacity of agricultural land.

Infrastructure is placed on property boundaries or fence
lines (not including road alignment boundaries).

Heritage Values

To protect items, places or
areas identified as having
aboriginal, natural, cultural, or
maritime heritage significance.

Proposals for construction and operation of
telecommunications infrastructure are approved by the
Tasmanian Heritage Council in accordance with the
requirements of the Historical Cultural Heritage Act 1995
and/ or are consistent with recommendations by the
Aboriginal Heritage Section of DELM.

Access
To ensure that
telecommunications
infrastructure does not impede
movement of vehicular and
other modes of transport.

The location of aerial telecommunications infrastructure
allows adequate clearance for vehicular traffic and will not
pose a danger or encumbrance to other land users or
aircraft.



Appendix 2

Table 1 - Checklist for Environmental Impact Report by
Carriers

Item Comment

1. Type of facility and
location.

• Location of the facility (antenna and ground installation).

2. Purpose and need for
the proposed facility.

• The need for the facility and its role within a network.
• The anticipated need for, and likely locations of, further

installations to provide an overall appreciation of the
impact.

• Liaison with other Carriers.
• The feasibility of co-location, etc.
• Sitting options.
• Installation option.

3. Design

• Design drawings of the facility: antenna(s), towers, ground
installation, etc.

• Explain choice of structure.
• Details of adjacent landuses.
• Details of any adjacent structures.
• Details of access (roads, etc).
• Description of materials and finishes.
• Details of existing vegetation to be removed or damaged

in the vicinity, including identification of any trees to be
removed.

• Details of revegetation and site stabilisation.
• Arrangement for provision of power to site.
• Details of any external lighting.

4. Description of the
physical environment and
possible physical impacts.

• Address potential impacts arising from the construction
and maintenance of the facility, (eg. flora, fauna, noise,
erosion and runoff control, construction of access and
power supply, areas of special significance.

• Focus on aspects which are particular to the site.
• Details of measures to protect local environment

(including flora and fauna) during construction (eg.
erosion and runoff control, vehicle management,
stockpiling and storage).

5. EME • Projected EME levels for proposed sites.

6. Visual Assessment
• Assessment of the impact of the proposal in visual terms.

Refer to separate checklist.

7. Social Issues (if
appropriate)

• Discussion of community concerns.
• Impact on areas of special significance.



8. Consultations

• Details of consultations with the land owners/ occupants.
• Carriers must consult with owners before lodging

application.

9. Conclusion and
Recommendations

• Summary of the relevant issues.
• Alternative technical and design options.
• Alternative locations including co-masting options.
• Discussion of cumulative impacts.
• Recommend actions to mitigate or minimise impacts.
• Justification of the proposal.
• Conclusions.

10. Plans

• Location Plan.
• Site Plan/ Landscape Plan.
• Design of facility (plan and elevations of antenna and

ground installations).

Table 2: Visual Assessment Checklist

1. Context

• The visual catchment of the site (and installation).
• The elements that go to make up the landscape or

townscape context, including slope, cover, colour,
vegetation or built environment, and major features.

• The physical scale of the proposed telecommunications
infrastructure.

• Presence of other antennas and vertical elements.
• Any special landscape value of the site.
• Cumulative impact of this and further antennas.
• Relationship to existing vegetation and the potential

intrusiveness of the installation.
• Relationship to buildings/ structures.

2. Siting

• Height of the antenna in relation to the surrounding
landform.

• Topographical features and natural vegetation.
• Impact on skyline or treeline.
• Distance from sensitive receptors.

3. Appearance

• Materials (particularly relevant for ground installations).
• Colour.
• Reflectivity.
• Design.
• Height.
• Antenna type and bulk.
• Plant and room.
• Proposed landscape work.

4. Plans and photos

• A plan is to be prepared indicating the viewshed of the
antenna, the location of any key viewing points. The scale
of the plan will depend on the extent of visual impact.




